
GURU GOPINATH SWAIN

 Guru Gopinath Swain is a teacher and performer of traditional Krishna Leela 
for the last nine decades. 

2. Born on 15  February, 1918, Shri Swain began learning Krishna Leela from the th

young age of 10 years from his father's elder brother. He then began singing the songs 
and playing the role of Krishna, learning them according to the early 20th-century 
practice with elaborate raga alapa (elaboration) and binyasa (improvisation) from Guru 
Choudhury Behera. He specialises in the Krishna Leela authored by 18th-century saint 
Babaji Dukhisyama Dasa in the Odia language and based on Odissi music. He has 
widely performed and trained hundreds of students in this form through several 
traditional akhada schools. He is known for his collection of rare classical ragas, 
improvisation techniques and his uncompromising dedication towards maintaining 
the complex archaic methods of presentation. Over time he played many other roles, 
finally becoming the main singer-director and Guru. 

3. In his career as a Guru, Shri Swain observed rare old ragas and songs of the 
tradition gradually fading away. This realisation led him to devote himself to collecting 
and learning endangered parts of the repertoire from the seniormost gurus of the form 
alive in the 1940-50s. He gradually mastered the entire repertoire. He continues to sing 
and teach rare ancient Odissi ragas such as Dakhinasri, Chinta Desakliya, Todi 
Bhatiari, Bhatiari, Kumbha Kamodi, Punnaga, Kedara Kamodi among others. His 
exceptional voice culture sadhana has allowed him to maintain a powerful voice that 
can move across octaves effortlessly even at the ripe age of 106. As a researcher, he has 
collected detailed information about the origin and history of the Dukhisyama Krishna 
Leela from early manuscripts, which he preserves in his collection. He has also 
recorded several hours of Krishna Leela for All India Radio Berhampur and been 
interviewed by Doordarshan Kendra, Bhubaneswar, propagating information about 
this rare form.

4. Shri Swain has set up and taught in traditional akhadas (village schools for 
troupes) in a huge number of villages in Odisha and beyond. Many of his disciples are 
established Gurus in their own right who carry forward this rare art form.

5. Shri Swain is the recipient of several awards, among them the prestigious Odisha 
Sangeet Natak Akademi award in 2023. For his great contribution and mastery over 
Krishna Leela, Shri Swain has received Swama Kundala and Khadu (Golden Earrings 
and Bangles) from royal patrons.

Padma Shri



 xq# xksihukFk Lo  fiNys ukS n'kdksa ls ikjaifjd —".k yhyk ds f'k{kd vkSj dykdkj gSaAkb¡

2-  15 Qjojh 1918 dks tUes Jh Lo us 10 o"kZ dh NksVh mez ls gh vius firk ds cM+s HkkÃ ls —".k yhyk kb¡ 
lh[kuk 'kq: dj fn;k FkkA blds ckn mUgksaus xhr xkuk vkSj —".k dh Hkwfedk fuHkkuk 'kq: fd;k vkSj xq# pkSèkjh 
csgjk ls 20 oÈ 'krkCnh dh çFkk ds vuqlkj foLrr̀ jkx vyki ¼foLrkj½ vkSj fcU;kl ¼baçksokbts'ku½ ds lkFk bls 
lh[kkA og 18oÈ lnh ds lar ckckth nqf[kL;kek nkl }kjk mfM+;k Hkk"kk esa fyf[kr vkSj vksfMlh laxhr ij vkèkkfjr 
—".k yhyk esa fo'ks"kK gSaA mUgksaus cM+s iSekus ij çLrqfr;ka nh gSa vkSj dÃ ikjaifjd v[kkM+k Ldwyksa ds ekè;e ls 
lSdM+ksa fo|kÆFk;ksa dks bl dyk :i esa çf'kf{kr fd;k gSA mUgsa nqyZHk 'kkL=h; jkxksa ds laxzg] baçksokbts'ku rduhdksa 
vkSj çLrqfr ds tfVy iqjkru rjhdksa dks cuk, j[kus ds çfr mudh –<+çfrK yxu ds fy, tkuk tkrk gSA le; 
ds lkFk mUgksaus dÃ vU; Hkwfedk,¡ fuHkkb±] vkf[kj esa og eq[; xk;d&funsZ'kd vkSj xq# cusA

3-  xq# ds :i esa vius dfj;j esa] Jh Lo us èkhjs&èkhjs yqIr gksrh tk jgh bl ijaijk ds iqjkus nqyZHk jkxksa vkSj  kb¡ 
xhrksa dk xk;u fd;kA blds ckn mUgksaus 1940&50 ds n'kd ds thfor ofj"Bre xq#vksa ls bl laxzg ds yqIrçk; 
fgLlksa dks bdëk djus vkSj lh[kus esa [kqn dks leÆir dj fn;kA èkhjs&èkhjs mUgksaus iwjs laxzg esa egkjr gkfly dj 
yhA og vc Hkh vU; ds vykok nf[kukJh] Çprk nslkdfy;k] VksMh HkfV;kjh] HkfV;kjh] dqEHk dkeqnh] iqUukxk] dsnkj 
dkeqnh tSls nqyZHk çkphu vksfMlh jkxksa dks xkrs vkSj fl[kkrs gSaA mudh vlkèkkj.k o‚;l dYpj lkèkuk us mudh 
vkokt+ dks nenkj cuk, j[kk gS tks 106 o"kZ dh cM+h mez esa Hkh vkjke ls fdrus Hkh Åaps lqj esa tk ldrh gSA ,d 
'kksèkdrkZ ds :i esa] mUgksaus çkjafHkd ikaMqfyfi;ksa ls nq[khL;ke —".k yhyk dh mRifÙk vkSj bfrgkl ds ckjs esa foLr̀r 
tkudkjh ,d= dh gS ftls mUgksaus vius laxzg esa lajf{kr j[kk gSA mUgksaus v‚y bafM;k jsfM;ks csjgkeiqj ds fy, 
—".k yhyk ds dÃ ?kaVs Hkh fjd‚MZ fd, gSa vkSj bl nqyZHk :i ds ckjs esa tkudkjh dk çpkj djus ds fy, nwjn'kZu 
dsaæ] HkqousÜoj us mudk lk{kkRdkj fy;k gSA

4- Jh Lo us vksfM'kk vkSj mlds ckgj ds xkaoksa esa cM+h la[;k esa ikjaifjd v[kkM+ksa ¼eaMfy;ksa ds fy, xzkeh.k kb¡ 
Ldwy½ dh LFkkiuk dh vkSj muesa i<+k;k gSA muds dÃ f'k"; vius vki esa LFkkfir xq# gSa tks bl nqyZHk dyk dks 
vkxs c<+k jgs gSaA

5-  Jh Lo dks dÃ iqjLdkj fey pqds gSa] ftuesa 2023 esa çfrf"Br vksfM'kk laxhr ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj Hkh kb¡ 
'kkfey gSA —".k yhyk esa muds egku ;ksxnku vkSj egkjr ds fy,] Jh LoSu dks 'kkgh laj{kdksa us LokekdqaMy vkSj 
[kkMw ¼lksus ds d.kZQwy vkSj pwfM+;ka½ çnku fd, gSaA
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